
December 16, 2022 
North Adams Board of Health 

 
Members Present: William Meranti, Director, Heather DeMarsico, Director, Marc Bryant, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Melissa Martin, Secretary 
 
Present by Zoom: Chairman John Meaney, October Cellana, Brittany Politi (Iberkshires) 
 
Chairman Meaney made a motion to accept and waive the reading of the minutes of the previous 
session, second by member Cellana. Unanimous vote. 
 
New Business: (Wildlife Abatement) Director meranti informed the board that over the West End area of 
the city there are two nuisance problems with beavers creating a nuisance in a neighborhood and a 
danger for the airport. There are two locations that we would lie to get permission to do some trapping 
and to break the dams. The dam in the Versailles Ave area, the neighbors believe its creating water in 
basement issues and it has blocked the storm system entirely to take the water from the neighborhood 
to the Hoosic River, this one is relatively easy to break but we need to do something with the beavers 
which we would hire a trapper. The same at the airport, there is a continual problem where they block a 
culvert that backs up water and it threatens the runway eventually, so we would like to deal with that 
also. Chairman Meaney asked who would we hire to do the work, Director Meranti replies there a 
gentleman from South County who has not been contracted with yet but he’s coming on Monday to 
access the situation to see if it’s even fees able to do the tapping this time of year given the States 
regulations on how you trap and what sort of traps you use.  In one case breaking the dam will solve the 
problem for the neighborhood hopefully and maybe create an avenue for trapping the other area. 
Director believes you can do both trapping and breaking the dam without too much trouble. Chairman 
Meaney asked member Cellana if she had any questions or concerns. Member Cellana stated that the 
fact that it blocks the storm drains is probably enough to motivate the action in the neighborhood area, 
regardless if its effecting drainage of basements. Chairman Meaney agrees with member Cellana.  
Chairman Meaney makes a motion to litigate and contract with the contractor that the city has been 
speaking with to take care of this. Director DeMarsico stated the board has to issue an emergency 
permit, technically we don’t because it’s actually during beaver trapping season and they say you don’t 
need a permit but the mayor wants to issue an emergency permit anyway because that allows us to 
break up the dams just in case something falls through with the trapper. Director DeMarsico asked the 
board if they are ok with issuing an emergency permit. Chairman Meaney and member Cellana both 
agree.  Chairman Meaney made a motion to issue an emergency permit, second by member Cellana, 
motion carries, unanimous vote. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 9:14am.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
__________________ 
Melissa J. Martin 
 
Approved: 
__________________ 
Chairperson 
__________________ 
Member 
__________________ 
Member 


